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West Emory NEWS 

Thursday Evening, March 24th at 7 pm 
 

The Maundy Thursday Service is a deeply 

moving worship service in which 

we remember and celebrate the 

final supper Jesus shared with his 

disciples, as well as share with our 

risen Lord a foretaste of the heav-

enly banquet.  Maundy is from the 

Latin, mandatum, which means 

commandment. “I give you a new 

commandment.” 

(John 13:34) Childcare available 

upon request. 

Photo by  

Matthew Whitehead 

Sunday, March 20th 

Pancake Breakfast  
Beginning at 9 am in the  

Fellowship Hall  

hosted by the  

Men in the Church. 

   I have a beautiful picture on the computer desktop in my study at the church of a 

tulip-laden garden in Holland sent to me by a dear friend reminiscent of the trip she 

and I took a while back to her ancestral homeland. Nothing seems to say “SPRING!” 

like a field of colorful tulips. There is something comforting about knowing that 

springtime is just around the corner to which these unseasonably warm, spring-like 

days of late will attest. As a witness to this promise of new life, the daffodils by my 

mailbox at home are poking their heads up unafraid that there might be a bit of win-

ter still yet to endure. I am always comforted by God’s handiwork and inspired by the 

signs of new life that greet us each day. 
 

   So often it is the in-between times in our lives that are most memorable as well as  

challenging—-times in which the seasons of our lives change; times when new cir-

cumstances arise and we may have to risk poking our heads up to see what new 

thing God has in store for us. And yet how tempting it is sometimes to just want to 

hold on to the safe and familiar, even when in our heart of hearts we know that God 

has our best interest in mind.  
 

   For the past few weeks we in the church have been on a journey during season of 

Lent—a time of reflection and repentance and prayer prior to the glory of Easter and 

new life. Easter reminds us that even in the midst of death and despair, there is 

hope. I give God all glory and laud for the spiritual richness of our Lenten season in-

cluding Palm/Passion Sunday worship service and the celebration of the Last Supper 

on Maundy Thursday. I also look forward to our worship service on Easter Sunday 

and its testimony to the resurrection and the love of God we experience in our risen 

Lord and Savior. I hope you will join me and your church family as we experience 

God’s everlasting love together in worship, fellowship, study and service. 

      Blessings, 

       Miki 



Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through the  

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering to bring God’s love to those experiencing need. 

Catastrophic storms, mudslides, earthquakes and wildfires; war and political uprisings in 

Europe, Asia, Africa and across the globe; and stories of disasters, hunger, poverty, and 

other tragedies fill our newspapers and television screens on a daily basis. With such  

stories, it is easy to become disheartened and experience compassion fatigue.  
 

And yet through abundant and generous gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing,  

Presbyterians have for years faithfully heeded God’s call to serve people seeking to  

reclaim and restore their lives. 
 

Where does the money go? Your gift to this offering allows Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to restore communi-

ties around the world affected by disaster, including those still recovering from hurricanes, tornadoes and floods in 

our country. It helps the Presbyterian Hunger Program work with Presbyterians and other partners to alleviate hun-

ger and eliminate its causes in this country and internationally. This annual offering also makes it possible for Self-

Development of People to affirm the dignity of all by assisting in empowerment of economically poor, oppressed, 

and disadvantages people. The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 percent of undesignated One Great 

Hour of Sharing gifts, while the Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each receive 32 

percent. 
 

This Easter I hope you will join me in giving generously to this compassionate, life-saving and life-renewing ministry 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA). May the blessing , love and grace of our Lord and Savior be with you during this 

holy season of Lent and Eastertide.             Yours in Christ,  Miki    

     Witness to the Resurrection - Easter Sunday 
 

   It often feels like we live in a Good Friday world. We feel entombed in darkness and 

we struggle to hold on to the promise of the resurrection.  
 

   And yet, look around. God’s creation is proclaiming “Hallelujah!” Hope abounds. The 

trees and flowers are bearing witness to new life.  
 

   Poet Ann Weems speaks of this when she writes:  

 “Easter comes. The shroud that covered the world is destroyed; for our God 

 has swallowed death. We shall no longer look for him among the dead. 
 

 He calls to us to follow, to believe in our hearts that the people of the world will 

 someday love one another. Really love one another. If we believe, we know that 

 that is not a naïve hope, but God’s promise. We shall not die, but we will live in 

 him who died for us. 
 

   On Easter morning and on every morning, let us in chorus sing: “This is the day the 

Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” And then with Mary, let us run to tell the others: We have seen  

Jesus!”                   Invite someone to join you for worship this Easter Sunday-, March 27th at 10:30 am. 

Flower Cross  
 

This Easter Sunday you are 

invited to bring spring  

flowers from 

your garden 

or store 

bought  

to turn our 

Lenten cross of crucifixion 

into a beautiful cross of  

resurrection.  

Once again the youth of our  

congregation will be hosting the  
 

Annual Easter Egg 

Hunt  
 

for the children of our church 

family and friends in our area. 

The youth will be filling the color-

ful plastic eggs on Palm Sunday 

after the breakfast and worship service and invite folks to help with 

this project.          Page 2 

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/hunger/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/sdop/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pda/


Our children enjoy several “themed” days each month at WECEC. In February, we 

had Red and Pink day, and Sports day. In March we will have Dr. Seuss day, Green 

day, and Hat day! 
 

Knox County Spring Break is the week of March 14-18. We will be providing full-

time care that week for our K-5th graders who need it. The K-5th graders will also 

be going on two field trips that week. Our center will be closed on Friday the 

25th for Good Friday. 
 

  We are excited to welcome several new teachers to our staff this month!  

      Lindsey Rose - Lead Bluebirds Teacher.   

      Madison Mansouri-  Afternoon Saplings Teacher 

      Megan Hassler - Morning Seedlings Assistant Teacher 

News from Child Enrichment Center — Alicia McMillan, Director 
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News from our Cub Scout Pack — By Mike Marsh, Cub Master 
 

Graduation day for the Cub Scouts of Pack 865 is quickly approaching. On Sunday, April 

3rd the Scouts will be awarded a badge symbolizing their level of advancement. Recogni-

tion is important to boys and Scouting provides plenty of opportunities for them to be rec-

ognized for their accomplishments. Each age group spends the year working on achieving 

a rank: Tiger for 1st graders, Wolf for 2nd graders, Bear for 3rd graders and Webelos for 4th 

graders. Our 5th graders have been working on the Arrow of Light and on transitioning to 

Boy Scouts. Each rank requires the completion of seven ‘adventures’, with an award pre-

senting for each as they are earned throughout the year. Boys like to be busy and learn 

the most when engaged in activities. So each adventures is centered on activities that in-

still the core values of Scouting—God, world, country, community, family, and self—while 

having fun.   
 

After graduation, things slow down a bit. We suspend our twice-monthly meetings at the 

Church to allow time for the boys to participate in other activities in the spring and summer. 

But we stay in touch during the ‘off-season’ by having at least one outing each month. Pin-

ewood Derby, campouts, ice skating, cubmobile racing and other activities keep the boys 

engaged until we resume our regular schedule in August.   
 

The Scouts and Leaders of Pack 865 are grateful for the support of West Emory Presbyteri-

an Church. We started this Pack, with your help, just three years ago and now have a solid 

group of over 40 boys whose lives are being shaped by the values of Scouting. Thank you 

and I look forward to another year of Scouting together! 

We are now taking orders for 

the Easter Lilies that will 

grace our sanctuary on Easter 

Morning.  

If you would like to purchase a 

lily in honor or memory of a 

loved one, please fill out an 

order form available at the church on Sunday mornings or mail 

a check to the church office by March 20th. Please make 

checks payable to West Emory Presbyterian Church and mark 

“Easter Lily.” The cost for each lily is $7.00. 

Cleaning out your closets 

or garage? 
 

Remember...When you donate 

clothing and household items to 

a KARM Thrift Store, let the at-

tendant know you are from West 

Emory Presbyterian Church. Because of your 

generosity we receive gift cards that may be 

used in the KARM stores. We have donated our 

cards to Family Promise and A.L Lotts Elemen-

tary School to be used by the families in their 

care. Thank you for helping increase our ability 

to reach out to others in the name of our Lord.  
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March: 8 - Kay 

Mounger,  

9 - Cody Locklar, 13 - 

Kay DeVore and 

Cimone Locklar, 15 - 

Ciony Sengson, 18 - 

Olivia Hensley; 19 - 

Donna Vanderbilt, 20 - Jim Felts, 22 - Stan John-

son, 23 - Susan Mann, 28 - Rena McAlister 

April: 4 - Matthew Whitehead, 5 - Marilyn Felts 

and Arlo Atwood, 8 - Luis Porras, 10 - Gwen 

Bridge, 19 -Lulu Atwood, 30 - Ann Rust 

 

Sunday Worship Services begin at 10:30 am 

The “Monday Connection” Adult Class - 9:30 am 
 

 13 – 5th Sunday in Lent 

  Two Cents-a-Meal Offering 

 16 – Lenten Bible Study – 6:30 pm  

  Choir Rehearsal – 7 pm 

 17 – Session Meeting – 7 pm 

 20 – Palm/Passion Sunday 

  Pancake Breakfast – 9 am 

 24 – Maundy Thursday Service – 7 pm 

 25 – Good Friday 

 27 – Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Service 

  One Great Hour of Sharing  

    Offering 

  Easter Egg Hunt  

   following worship 

Calendar of Events 

Dearest members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
 

Words are insufficient in telling you all what a tremendous impact the lov-
ing stiches of the beautiful blue shawl I received had on me during my can-
cer treatment and recovery.  The comforting warmth it fostered, both phys-

ical and spiritual, always seemed to wash over me in my darkest times. 
 

You all should be as proud of this wonderful ministry as I was/am HONORED and 
BLESSED to have been comforted so deeply by your loving efforts.  I will forever cherish 
the healing powers bestowed through your efforts, the blessings of the congregation and 
the Spirit of our Living God. 
 

Truly I say, thank you all for the labor of love you bestowed upon me, 

          Jon Michel 
 

"He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge" 
Psalm 91:4 

Remember….. 

Daylight Savings 

Time begins Sun-

day, March 13th 

Sharing God’s Healing and Comforting Presence 
 

In February of 2007 a small group of West Emory women joined a world-wide ecumenical 

ministry of providing “healing shawls” for those in need of a tangible reminder of God’s 

love and comfort and care. With each stitch blessings are lovingly and prayerfully knitted 

or crocheted into each colorful shawl that in turn is given to those who might be going 

through a bad patch in life, who are ill or grieving, or who may be experiencing new and 

even positive changes in their lives like the birth of a new baby.  

 

When the shawls are completed they are offered up to God for blessing through the prayers of the congregation in 

worship before they are sent on their way. If you know of someone you would like to receive a prayer shawl, please 

contact Pastor Miki. 



  Parents and Grand Parents….. 
 Have you Registered your child for Camp John Knox 2016 Yet? 
 
At Camp John Knox a camper can...Play fun and crazy 

games, water ski, hold a snake, participate in engaging  

Bible studies, challenge themselves on the High Ropes 

Course, make new friends and explore God’s creation. 

 

 With camps for all ages,  
  there is a place for you at John Knox.  
   A place for Faith.  
         A place for Adventure.  
     A place for Memories 
 

Information on Summer Camps is available on the hall bulletin board at 

the church or check out the website for more information—johnknoxcenter.org              Page 5 
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Sharing God’s Love — By Dwyn Mounger 
 

On Sunday, February 7th, members and friends of West Emory Church prepared 

down-home food and a group of fifteen took these delicious dishes to the 40 resi-

dents of the local Midway Rehabilitation Center. A treatment and counseling facili-

ty for men and women recovering from substance abuse, Midway helps them to 

find jobs and begin new lives. Most have served time in state or federal prisons. 
 

Under the guidance of Paula Robertson, our group adorned the sparse basement 

dining hall with bright red and pink Valentine-themed decorations. Then we served 

heaping plates to the grateful residents and ate with them, giving them encour-

agement and the love of Christ. The Pièce de ré·sis·tance was the table piled high with mouth-watering Valentine's 

desserts, beckoning the residents to eat their fill. 
 

Dr. Steven McNish, Executive Director of Midway, thanked the Presbyterians, saying that the meal meant every-

thing to those who live there. He hopes that more congregations will bring home-cooked meals to the residents and 

reach out to them. Special thanks to Greg and Paula Robertson and all who helped make this outreach ministry a 

wonderful event for everyone involved. 

To the West Emory Church Family 
 

Dear Reverend Vanderbilt, I just wanted to thank you and your con-
gregation for the meal and fellowship you provided the clients at Mid-
way Rehab Center on Sunday, February 7, 2016. The clients were talk-
ing all this week about who were these people and asking why. We did 
our best to explain but this is a part of the clients’ make-up in that 
they trust very few people even though they might have had a  
Christian background that has been lost along the way. Maybe your  
Church’s presence made them remember who they are and what their relationship to their 
fellow man and God should be in their future. 
 
Thank you again for your church’s Christian outpouring of love and a delicious meal that 
they enjoyed into the next week.    Sincerely, Steve McNish, Director 

Steve McNish and Pastor Miki 



1035 Emory Church Road@ 

Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37922 

 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

 W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 

Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 

Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 

Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Alicia McMillian 

Annual Souper Bowl of Caring Offering Update 
 

Thank you to all who participated in this 

wonderful outreach ministry once again. 

All donations collected by our congrega-

tion through the Souper Bowl of Caring 

Offering will be combined with our monthly 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

and used for hunger relief in our area through local agencies. 
 

In addition, the children of our congregation challenged us to bring 

cans of soup and other  

non-perishable food items 

to give to the new Smokey’s Pantry located at Tyson House,  

the Lutheran/Episcopal Campus 

Ministry at the University of Ten-

nessee. Working with our Presby-

terian Campus Ministry, these 

donations will help provide food 

for those students who may not 

be able to afford to be on a food plan and/or are finding themselves often 

going hungry. Donations to the Pantry will be an ongoing ministry for us. 


